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T'S TIME TO

CELEBRATE!

Congratulations, You're Engaged!

As if life wasn't busy enough, now you've got
an entire wedding to plan. From the barrage
of questions your friends and family are
asking, to the endless sea of options your
wedding vendors will be showing you, you've
earned the right to feel a little "overwhelmed.”

At Legendary Sound, our wish is for you and
your spouse to have the dream wedding that
you both deserve, and since a large part of
that will depend on which vendors you hire,
we've assembled this guide with more than
enough information for you to make the right
choice with your wedding DJ.

No matter where it is that you are in your
wedding planning process, we want you to
pause and take a moment to appreciate
your journey so far. Pour yourself a drink, put
on your favorite playlist and enjoy this
Ultimate Guide to Hiring Your Wedding DJ.

SCHEDULE A CONSULT
legendarysound.ca



http://www.legendarysound.ca/contact
http://www.legendarysound.ca/contact



http://www.legendarysound.ca/

WHAT EXACTLY DOES A
WEDDING DJ DO?

Your wedding DJ helps create the
"‘atmosphere” for your big day. From music,
to lighting to emceeing, there are many
key moments your wedding DJ is going to
be responsible for. A great DJ knows how
to read a crowd to keep the dance floor
packed while also acting as an emcee to
help the flow of the event run smoothly.

Not only are they responsible for playing
great music, but they also deliver a
memorable experience that you and your
wedding guests will remember forever.
From the moment you walk down the aisle,
to the last song of the night, your wedding
DJ will be there to support you on your
wedding from start to finish.

During your wedding day, a DJ provides
between 6 to 10 hours of total music
service - including about 4 to 6 hours of
nonstop music for your guests to dance to
after dinner. Although we'd never suggest
that your wedding DJ is the most
important vendor, they are without doubt
the vendor that your guests will be the
exposed to the most during your big day,
which means making the right choice very
important.

Know that when you choose to hire a
professional DJ, they will work tirelessly to
ensure your wedding day is perfect.




Not all DJs are the equal. Just as there are a variety of different
makeup artists and photographers, there are a dozen or more
types of DJs in the entertainment industry. When it comes to
finding a provider of music for your special day, make sure that
you choose a DJ who has wedding experience and who you think
will be a good fit for your guests.

Below is a list of the different types of DJ you may run into
while searching for the right one:

1. LOCAL DJ

Local DJs perform in your town’s
nightclubs, bars or restaurants. In your
local bars you'll find everything from
expert DJs tearing up the dancefloor to
amateur DJs making their debut set.
Since almost all types of DJs perform at
bars and clubs at some point, there may
be a huge variance in skill and ability
among local DJs.



2. CELEBRITY DJ

A "Celebrity DJ" is famous for producing and/or performing their
own music, and remixes of other artists’ music at festivals,
concerts, or as the main act at a nightclub. Although we call
them DJs, they are typically focused on music production, and
they have a large established following of listeners.

Some examples of Celebrity DJs are;
e Tiesto

e Avicii

e David Guetta

e Deadmaub

PRO:
Highly skilled master of their craft.

CON:
Difficult to find and the most expensive option.

SHOULD | HIRE A CELEBRITY DJ FOR MY WEDDING?
Yes! If you can afford it.

3. "BEDROOM" DJ

A bedroom DJ is a nickname given to DJs
who are just starting out with a small
setup in their bedroom where they can
practice mixing.

It's a great place to start, but bedroom
DJs lack many of the necessary skills
required to perform well at a wedding,
from choosing music for all age groups
and backgrounds to troubleshooting
equipment malfunctions.



4. RADIO DJ

PRO:

Skilled in multiple
genres and used to
remote setups

CON:

Some radio DJs don't
have any wedding

event experience.

SHOULD | HIRE A
RADIO DJ FOR MY
WEDDING?

Yes, as long as they
have some wedding
experience.

5. KARAOKE DJ

A radio DJ works for a local radio station
and typically cues up music during live
programming, reads announcements, and
likely performs mixes of popular music.

Since each station typically only has one
or two DJs, these jobs are highly coveted
and radio DJs are often quite talented,
depending on the station.

They share a lot of similarities with
wedding or celebrity DJs, as they often go
to events with the radio station and are
used to performing at remote setups.

This is a DJ who sets up at local bars or remote booths to
perform karaoke. These DJs play a backing track with a monitor
that displays the lyrics so guests can sing along.

Although they are still commonly referred to as DJs, they usually
do not use turntables to mix music and are quite different in
range of experience. Some professional wedding DJs will offer
Karaoke as a package add-on.

PRO:

Who doesn' love a sing-a-long!

CON:

We don't recommend you rely on karaoke as entertainment for the entire event.

SHOULD | HIRE A KARAOKE DJ FOR MY WEDDING?
Not unless you absolutely LOVE karaoke.

CHAPTER 1: MOST COMMON DJ TYPES



6. WEDDING DJ

A wedding DJ is an expert providing
music services for weddings and
travels to the event with their own
equipment.

Many of the best wedding DJs have
established companies and staff
members that are licensed and
insured to work at your event. Plus
they typically offer great packages
and services for weddings, corporate
events, schools, proms, and private
parties.

PRO:
Should have the most

experience with weddings.

CON:
Can be a large array of

experience and skill.

SHOULD | HIRE A WEDDING

DJ FOR MY WEDDING?
Absolutely. A wedding DJ is

by far the best type of DJ for
your big day.

GET 25% OFF WEDDING DJ PACKAGES!

Just mention this coupon when you book
your consult for our professional DJ

services on our website below.

legendarysound.ca/weddings

Al
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DISC JOCKEY

The core tenant of being a Disc Jockey is to
never let the music stop. DJs do this by
playing two sources of music at the same
time, while blending them together using a
mixer and two turntables. Today, most DJs
use digital controllers to mix music instead
of vinyl turntables to play tunes that will
pack the dance floor and keep your guests
coming back for more.

MASTER OF CEREMONY

It's common for DJs to act as an emcee for
your wedding to make announcements or
help run entertainment that take place
during the evening. From introducing the
wedding party to encouraging your guests
to get on the dancefloor, a professional
wedding DJ/MC is a master at interacting
with your guests in a way that leaves them
feeling excited and energized.

EVENT PLANNER

Your wedding DJ will work with you to pick
the music for your ceremony, cocktail hour,
dinner and dancing, as well as events and
games. During your wedding day, your DJ
helps with the flow of these events through
music cues and by making announcements.
A professional wedding DJ helps the bride
and groom plan and execute the wedding
day timeline with class.



LIGHTING TECHNICIAN

Lighting is a critical element that will amplify the mood and
ambience of your wedding day and can help make your evening
photos really stand out. Wedding DJs typically supply lighting
equipment and offer a variety of lighting solutions that will
complement your event venue. An excellent wedding DJ will plan
the distribution of lighting equipment to maximize atmospheric
effects without blinding your guests.

SOUND ENGINEER

Ever been to an event where the music was far too loud to
enjoy? Youre not alone. A great wedding DJ must also be an
expert in sound systems, how to integrate them with your venue,
and how to troubleshoot when things go wrong. Your wedding DJ
will need to understand electronic signals and how sound moves
throughout the room to organize the sound in a way that will
maximize the acoustic potential of the room.

ROADIE

Wedding DJs don’t always have the luxury of hiring a ‘roadie” -
someone to help them transport gear to and from a set location.
So unless they have an assistant, they are required to lug
several hundred pounds of very expensive equipment back and
forth for each event.

Y




SO, HOW MUCH DOES A
WEDDING DJ COST?

Now that you know about the many types
of DJ's that you may encounter, and the
various roles and responsibilities that your
wedding DJ is going to have, we can begin
to look at some of the costs associated
with hiring a DJ for your wedding.

After analyzing data from tons of wedding
DJ companies in Canada, we have broken
down the costs into a variety of wedding
types, from low cost/budget friendly
options all the way up to white-glove
luxury services, we've done our best to
cover the full range of Wedding DJ
services available in order to eliminate
any unwanted surprises from your budget.

Estimate The Cost of Your DJ

Want to get an accurate estimation of what

your wedding DJ will cost you? Feel free to

visit our website to use our new smart

pricing estimator. It will walk you through a

variety of scenarios to help you find the \ I/
best options for you.

Ve ‘
legendarysound.ca/wedding-dj-quote
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The cost of hiring a wedding DJ can vary
based on several factors including the
type of Dj desired, location of your
wedding venue, event date, venue size
guest count as well as the variety of
services or add-ons required.

On average, if you live in Canada you
should expect to pay somewhere
between $800 to $2000 for a
professional DJ who is licensed, insured
and has wedding experience.

In addition to supplying music to keep
you and your guests entertained
throughout the evening, many
professional and premium DJs provide
sound, lighting and emcee services plus
any add-ons such as dry ice, games,
photo booth or pre-wedding events.




BUDGET FRIENDLY DJ SERVICES $300-800

If you are looking for DJ services on a smaller budget or are
having a micro-wedding, there are many DJs out there who
can help you put together an awesome event without
breaking your bank. There are also a variety of alternative
services, such as freelance DJ's, equipment rentals and DIY
Wedding Music packages.

PROFESSIONAL DJ SERVICES $800-2000

Professional DJs are experienced in the wedding industry and
as you've already learned do a lot more than just play music
during the event. If you're hiring a professional DJ company,
you can rest assured knowing your DJ is licensed and insured
to operate at your event as well as having enough experience
to keep your event running smooth and free of unwanted
disruptions. A truly professional wedding DJ will know how to
advise you on many aspects of your big day in order to help
you get the most out of your wedding budget.

PREMIUM DJ SERVICES $2000+

Premium DJ services are becoming more and more popular
in North America as the wedding industry continues to grow.
In addition to the services offered by many professional DJ
companies, premium service providers also offer a level of
customer service beyond your expectations. From top-of-
the-line sound and lighting equipment to personalized gifts
and keepsakes they work closely with couples to craft the
ultimate wedding experience.



There are a dozen or more ways that Wedding DJ companies will
package together their services and popular add-ons. Before
you book a wedding DJ for your special event, check out some of

the most popular types of wedding DJ packages, and what they
may or may not include.

Here's a few of the most popular types of
Wedding DJ Packages:

Pre-Wedding

Cocktail Wedding
Micro-Wedding

Wedding Reception

Ceremony & Reception Wedding
DJ & Musician Combination
Ultimate Wedding
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PRE-WEDDING PARTY DJ PACKAGES

Approximately 6 hours of service.

If you are throwing a pre-wedding party
such as an engagement party, 'Stag &
Doe" or "Jack & Jill', many DJ companies
will offer services which can help you
make the most out of your pre-wedding
celebration. Great wedding DJs have
plenty of experience running these events
and will be able to help organize and
emcee your event, which can lead to
more donations.

How much does a DJ cost for a Pre-Wedding event?
Pre-wedding event DJ packages typically cost between $400- $800.

DID YOU KNOW?

Your DJ is not just working the day of your

event, they are also working long before your
big day to curate playlists and to incorporate
requests in a way that will complement a
couple’'s musical taste!




MICRO WEDDING DJ PACKAGES

Approximately 6 hours of service.

Micro-weddings have become increasingly
popular, but just because you're having a
small gathering doesn't mean you have to
sacrifice the quality of your entertainment.
Depending on your needs, a wedding DJ can
look after your ceremony and reception
music, even if your event is short and sweet.

How much does a DJ cost for a micro Wedding?
Micro wedding DJ packages typically cost between $600- $1000.

COCKTAIL WEDDING DJ PACKAGES

Approximately 6 hours of service.

These wedding packages are designed for
couples having a cocktail-style event. This
DJ package will complement your exciting
social wedding and covers your essentials
like microphone, lighting and sound.

How much does a DJ cost for a Cocktail Wedding?

Cocktail wedding DJ packages typically cost between $800-$1200.



WEDDING RECEPTION DJ PACKAGES

Approximately 8 hours of service.

This standard wedding DJ package will
include DJ service for everything except
your wedding ceremony. Your DJ will be
there for approximately 8 hours to help you
with your cocktail hour, introductions,
dinner music, reception dance and of
course all the great things that happen in
between. The wedding reception DJ
packages typically include all of the
essentials along with a basic lighting and
sound package.

How much does a DJ cost for a wedding reception only?

Hiring a DJ for a wedding reception should cost between

$800-%$1200.

DID YOU KNOW?

According to Modern Bride Magazine,

entertainment is, on average, 5% of couple's
wedding budget, however, over 50% of your
guests will remember the performance of your DJ
more than anything else at your reception!




CEREMONY + RECEPTION DJ PACKAGES

Approximately 10 hours of service.

This type of wedding package is by far the
most popular for weddings. Couples love
having the DJ there to provide music and
microphones for their ceremony to ensure
that the guests don't miss a moment. Plus
you'll get all the excellent services for your
reception to keep your guests dancing all
night long,

COMMONLY
INCLUDES:

Experienced
DJ/MC

Full wedding
coverage
Microphone for
speeches
Basic Lighting

How much does a D) cost for a wedding ceremony and

reception?

Hiring a DJ for your wedding ceremony and reception can cost

approximately $1200 to $1800.



PREMIUM WEDDING DJ PACKAGES

More than 12 hours of service + bonuses.

This type of package is great for couples who want to take their
wedding to the next level, or have unique event such as all-
inclusive or multi-day wedding. These luxurious DJ package
options often include features such as high end equipment
upgrades, unlimited meetings, long distance travel, no cost add-
ons and special personalized gifts for couples to enjoy long after
they have tied the knot.

COMMONLY INCLUDES:

e One or more Experienced DJ/MCs o Intelligent Dance Lighting

e Full Wedding Day Coverage e Dry Ice First Dance
e Premium Equipment Upgrade e Variety of add-ons
e Dual Wireless Microphones

How much does a DJ cost for a premium wedding dj
package?

Hiring a premium wedding DJ company could cost upwards of
$2000.

“ CHAPTER 4: POPULAR WEDDING DJ PACKAGES



DESTINATION WEDDING DJ PACKAGES

More than 12 hours of service + travel.

If you are hosting a destination wedding, sourcing a quality
wedding DJ in a foreign country may be a bit of a challenge. If
you wish to hire a professional DJ for your big day, this type of
package will have the DJ travel to your destination. Typically
your DJ will arrive in advance of the wedding, to confirm all the
arrangements are in place, to reassure you that all will be
perfect during your celebration.

These packages can be difficult to find as destination wedding
DJ's are few and far between. If you are hosting a destination
wedding we highly recommend bringing an experienced DJ with
you to ensure your night goes the way you plan.

COMMONLY INCLUDES:
e Experienced DJ/MC

e Ceremony & Reception coverage
e Travel & Accomodations

How much does a DJ cost for a destination wedding dj
package?

It can depend on the location of where your event is taking
place, your equipment needs and guest count. Please contact
your DJ to discuss your options.

- CHAPTER 4: POPULAR WEDDING DJ PACKAGES




PART 3: CHOOSING YOUR DJ

HOW SHOULD | CHOOSE
MY WEDDING DJ?

Now that you've learned about the costs to
expect while budgeting, we can look at
some of the best places to find top notch
wedding DJ's and what questions you're
going to want to ask to uncover critical
information before you book.

Asking these key questions will help you to
easily separate the best from the worst
and help you to put together a shortlist of
your favorite DJ's as you shop around to
find the best wedding DJ for your big day.

Steps to Hiring a Wedding DJ;

Search from the sources listed below
Create a shortlist of your favorite DJs
Gather quotes from each

Interview each DJ carefully

Choose the best fit




CHAPTER 5:

WHERE TO FIND YOUR
WEDDING DJ

Depending on where you live, you may be inundated with choices
of wedding DJ's or having a hard time even finding a few
qualified candidates. Either way, you're going to want to make a
shortlist of available DJs who fit within your budget. Here are a
few places that you can search to help you narrow down your
selection.

Here are a few of the most popular places to
discover your wedding DJ:

Your direct network

Wedding directories and blogs

Wedding Facebook groups

Your wedding venue's preferred vendors list
Recommendations from your other wedding vendors
Google or other web search

n CHAPTER 5: WHERE TO FIND YOUR WEDDING DJ




YOUR DIRECT NETWORK

Friends and family should be the first place you look. Asking your
friends who've been recently married for referrals is a great way
to hear about a DJ from first hand experience. Posting to your
Facebook page asking for wedding DJ recommendations is also
a good way to get your list started.

WEDDING DIRECTORIES & BLOGS

From Wedding Wire to the Knot, wedding blogs and forums are
not only a great resource to help you plan your big day, they
also have directories that include vendor contact information,
service overviews, ratings and more.

Here is a list of a few directories to begin your search;

e The Ontario Wedding Network
e Wedding Wire

e The Knot

e Event Source

WEDDING FACEBOOK GROUPS

There are tons of great Facebook communities that can help you
find wedding vendors, but before you go join any of those
groups, you should know it's a feeding frenzy. Most posts in local
Facebook groups will get 50 to 100 responses from vendors. It's a
good idea to turn your phone on silent and let those responses
roll in and the notifications can be a bit overwhelming for some.



WEDDING VENUE'S PREFERRED VENDORS LIST

If you're booking a DJ, ideally you should already have your
venue and your date picked out. One quick call to your wedding
venue should get you a list of their recommended or preferred
vendors. The great part about this is your venue will likely have
established relationships with vendors who do great work and
already have experience doing weddings at your venue.

WEDDING VENDORS

There are an endless amount of wedding vendors for you to sort
through, so one of the best ways to find a few great ones would
be to ask any vendors you have already hired if they can make
some recommendations. Since they may have worked with them
before, they likely know which vendors are excellent to work
with.

GOOGLE OR OTHER WEB SEARCH

One final method to help you dig up some qualified candidates
would be to search the web for local DJ companies with great
reviews. We recommend to search for companies with a
minimum of 10 reviews.



Your wedding will be one of the biggest and most important
events of your life, which is why selecting the right professional
to help you and your guests have an experience you will never
want to forget. But with thousands of DJs to choose from, how do
you select the best one for your wedding day? It all starts with
asking the right questions, so we've compiled a list of questions
for you to ask each DJ during your interview.

The five most important questions to ask before
hiring your wedding DJ are;

e How many weddings have you done?
e Do | get to meet my DJ?

e Do you take requests?

e Are you licensed and insured?

e Can | speak with any past couples?



Ql. HOW MANY WEDDINGS HAVE YOU DONE?

This is by far the most important question for you to know. More
specifically you'll want to know how many weddings the DJ who
will be assigned to your event has completed, since some DJ
companies will outsource to multiple freelance DJ's. If the
company has more than one DJ be sure to ask who will be your
DJ and how many weddings (not years) experience they have. If
the number is less than twenty or so weddings, we do not
recommend proceeding unless you have been recommended the
DJ by a trusted source. Most professional DJ companies will
have completed hundreds of weddings with 4-5 star reviews.

Q2. DO | GET TO MEET MY DJ?

Many well established DJ companies have in-house DJ's who
work exclusive with them, along with freelancers or contractors
who they might call up in case they get overbooked. A great DJ
company will never send out someone they have not thoroughly
vetted, and you definitely get to meet your DJ before your
wedding and sit down with them to discuss your event.

Q3. DO YOU TAKE SONG REQUESTS?

This may or may not be an important thing to you, but this
question will say a lot about the versatility of your DJ and how
willing they are to go with the flow. Naturally, it's difficult to
incorporate all song requests from guests into an evening (and
trust us, we've heard it alll) but not being willing to cater to the
requests from guests is a sign that your DJ is not going to
provide the type of experience you want for your guests.

Q4. ARE YOU LICENSED AND INSURED?

You're going to want to make sure that your DJ has taken care of
licensing and insurance on their end. Although there are rarely
circumstances in which license or insurance comes into play,
having both is a sign of a well established DJ company.



Q5. CAN | SPEAK WITH PAST COUPLES?

Without a doubt the best way to get to know the quality or skill
of a DJ is a personal recommendation from somebody who has
seen them perform. If you did not hear about your DJ from
friends or family who have hired them previously, you may be
able to request to speak via phone or email with some past
brides to give you the clearest picture of their skill level.

Q6. DO YOU EMCEE?

Having a DJ as your event emcee can be a great choice, as
they can help manage the flow of an event. Being confident on
the mic and knowing how to read a crowd, improvise guest
interactions and make important announcements can set a
great DJ apart from the rest.

Q7. DO YOU BRING BACKUP EQUIPMENT?

What happens if you have an equipment failure? A good DJ
should have a backup for any point of failure. Everything from
laptop, speakers, mixing console and cables begin to break
down over time, so it is inevitable that a failure will happen
eventually. We recommend ensuring your DJ has a fail-safe
plan built into their contract before you make a deposit.

Q8. WHAT OTHER SERVICES DO YOU OFFER?

It's not uncommon for DJ's to have a variety of services
available, for which you might be able to package together to
save some money. From sound and lighting to photobooth,
slideshows and bands, many DJ companies have more options
than you might expect.



Q9. WHAT DO YOU REQUIRE FOR A DEPOSIT?

We do not recommend paying more than 50% of your event date
as a deposit. In most cases your DJ will ask for between 300-
600 for a standard wedding deposit, but beware of DJ
Companies who as for 80-100% ahead of time, as there is some
potential for scams in our industry.

Q10. DO YOU BELONG TO AN ASSOCIATION?

Belonging to a professional DJ association is a good indicator
that you are dealing with a qualified professional. Many of these
associations even provide license and insurance options for DJ's
so you might get two for one with this question.

Q11. HOW MANY STAFF WILL YOU SEND OUT?

Knowing who will be showing up to your wedding is always
important, not only for your own peace of mind but also for the
caterers and other vendors. While most DJ Companies will send
out one or two staff members to run your wedding, you'll want to
be sure that they are not bringing in any non-staff members
such as friends looking to crash a party.

Q12. DO YOU HAVE ANY PAST MIXES | CAN HEAR?

A lot of DJ’s won’t, and that's okay because this question is not a
make or break. If your DJ has great reviews and lots of
experience then you can be confident in hiring them. A live
performance is often very different from a recorded mix, but if
your DJ does have some mixes that they have recorded, that
would be an awesome bonus for you to get to hear their mixing
ability before committing.



Now that you have learned everything
you need to know about hiring a
wedding DJ, it's time to go out there
and find one!

We hope that this guide has provided you
with enough information to make the right
choice when it comes to hiring a DJ for your
wedding, and that by doing so your
wedding day will be even more incredible
than you could imagine.

We want to thank you again for taking the
time to read through this guide, and if you
have any questions please don't hesitate to
reach out to our wedding experts.

Also, if you are looking for a wedding DJ in
Ontario, we would like to invite you to
receive 25% off our wedding D) packages
just for downloading this guide.

Here is a list of your next steps:

Begin your search for the right DJ
Make a list of your top choices
Interview your favorite DJ's
Decide on the best match

Book with a deposit




BOOK A CALL WITH
LEGENDARY SOUND

If you are planning to hire a DJ for
any type of event, then you have
got to book a call with Legendary
Sound’'s Wedding Experts who can
walk you through each step and
help you find the best DJ for your
event. Reach out today to schedule
your free expert consultation and
instantly stop fretting over your

wedding music planning. GET A QUOTE


http://legendarysound.ca/wedding-dj-quote




LEGENDARY
SOUND

SAY HELLO AND GET SOCIAL WITH US!

n Legendary Sound @legendarysound


https://www.facebook.com/legendarysound.ca
https://www.instagram.com/legendarysound/

